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San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District 
Measure RR: Traction Power System Improvements 

hazardous materials and/or substances, or create a public hazard through transport, use, or disposal, and 
the project will not generate large amounts of hazardous materials that will require routine transport, use, 
or disposal. Use and transport of hazardous materials will be regulated by the California Division of 
Occupational Safety and Health, local fire codes, and all other federal, state, and local regulations. All 
hazardous materials will be required to be contained, stored, and used in accordance with manufacturers' 
instructions and handled in compliance with applicable standards and regulations. 

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AND PARKING 
Based on the current level of design and the traffic maintenance plan prepared for this project, roadway 
and sidewalk detours are not anticipated. However, during major construction equipment offload and 
installation, short-term sidewalk and bus la'ne closures may be required south of the project site on 
Co,e;~ins Drive: ·BART will coordinate with the City of Pleasant Hill and the affected transit providers to 
obtain the necessary pennits/approvals, as needed. 

The proposed construction staging and laydown area will be around the perimeter of the project site. To 
provide space for the staging and laydown area, a sitting bench and several bike racks will be temporarily 
removed and reinstalled after construction. If needed, additional construction staging and 1aydown area 
will be used inside a BART parking lot, northwest of the project site along Wayne Drive. 

PUBLIC TRANSIT CoNSTDERA TIONS 
The Pleasant Hill BART Station is served by County Connection, Solano Express, Fairfield and Suisun 
Transit, and Wheels Express fixed-route and paratransit bus services. As mentioned above, short-term 
sidewalk and bus stop closures may he required on Coggins Orive fnr major equipment offload anct 
installation. BART will coordinate with the City of Pleasant Hill and the affected transit providers to 
obtain the necessary pennits/approvals, as needed. During construction, disruptions to BART operations 
will not occur because a portable traction power substation will be installed to keep the third rail 
energized during the replacement of the existing traction power substation. After construction, the 
rehabilitated traction power substation equipment will support increased capacity and higher service 
frequencies on the BART system. 

SPECIAL DISTRICT PARAMETERS 

BART was fonned as a county-based special district in 1957 by the California State Legislature. The 
special district fonnation was made in response to identifying the transit needs in the San Francisco Bay 
Area Region. Special districts are defined as local government agencies that provide public infrastructure 
and other essential services, including transportation, water, and recreation and parks. Special districts 
operate within a defined boundary that can include area!l as small as neighborhoods to areas as large as 
multi-county regions, depending on the demand of services being provided. 

California Government Code Section 53090 states that local agencies that provide governmental or 
proprietary function within limited boundaries, such as rapid transit districts like BART, are exempt from 
complying with local land use plans, policies, zoning ordinances and building ordinances (including 
building permits). 

Although BART's transportttion facilities may be exempt from some local regulations, the District will 
comply with the overall intent of the local regulations to the extent feasible and will work closely with the 
local jurisdictions to ensure that they are included in the overall project development process. 
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STATUTORY EXEMPTION APPLICABILITY 

Article 18 ofCEQA (CEQ/\ Guidelines Sections 15260 to 15285), includes a list of classes of projects 
that have been detcnnined by the California Legislature to be statutorily exempt from environmental 
review under CEQA. Due to the nature of the proposed project, the proposed replacement of the traction 
power substation equipment qualifies for a statutory exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Article 18 
Section l5275(a) - Specified Mass Transit Projects. 

CEQA GuidcHnes Article 18 Section I 5275(a) states that CEQA does not apply to mass transit projects 
that involve the institution or increase of passenger or commuter service on rail lines or high-occupancy 
vehicle lanes already in use, including the modernization of existing stations and parking focilities 1• 

The analysis contained in this document provides substantial evidence that the proposed project qualifies 
for an exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 1S275(a) as a Specified Mass Transit project as it 
will involve the institution or increase of passenger or commuter service on rail lines already in use. 
Modernizing BART's 45+ year old train control is an important component in addressing critical 
capacity, reliability and safety needs as BART places 775 new train cars into service. This project entails 
removing aging train control equipment from the BART system and upgrading to a new system. 

1 Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resource8 Code; Refcnmce: Section 210RO(b)(l 1), (12), and (13), Public Resources Code. 
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